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MUSEUMS ASSOCIATION OF THE CARIBBEAN 
27TH Annual General Meeting 

9-12 October 2016, Cayman Islands 
Final Circular 

Dear colleagues, 

Welcome 
 
“This is an exciting opportunity for the Cayman Islands to connect with our regional 
cultural partners and to host sessions related to the very latest developments in 
international museum sector and to provide a platform for continued inter-regional 
dialogue. We are also excited to showcase the very best of Caymanian culture to our 
regional guests. While the National Gallery, with support from the Ministry of Culture, 
will formally host the conference at our main facility we are partnering with local 
cultural organisations on a variety of evening events and field trips to ensure that 
guest have access to the full cultural offerings available.”  
 

Natalie Urquhart 
NGCI Director  & Chairperson of the Planning Committee 

Conference Theme 
 
Through this year’s conference theme – The Essential Museum - Redefining the role 
of the cultural and heritage sector for 21st century audiences – we will be looking 
to discuss and understand how museums can define and demonstrate our public 
value in the modern age. How can our institutions play integral roles in civic 
engagement, education, research, stewardship, and social change? Who are our 
audiences and what are their needs? Who are we not (yet) serving and how can we 
better connect? How can the digital realm help grow audiences and open up access for 
hard-to-reach communities? 
 
These important topics will be explored via three subthemes: 

 Creating Conversations 
Inviting audience participation in the development of exhibitions, collections 
development, and programming. 
 

 The Changing Environment  
Adapting our physical spaces for an increasingly digital society. 
 

 Collaborations, Partnerships, and Mergers 
Growing audiences through non-traditional partners. 
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Registration 
 
We would like to ask all delegates to register for the conference by filling out an 
online registration form, as soon as possible, using the following link: 
http://tinyurl.com/MACAGM2016  
 
Please note that it is no longer possible to apply for the collective visa waiver; this 
part of the registration form can be left blank. For more information on visa, see 
below.  

Conference fee 
 
The conference fee will be payable in person during registration prior to the start of 
the conference. Registration for the annual MAC membership will also be possible 
during the conference. Discounted delegates are: students (including PhD students), 
retirees & local delegates from the Cayman Islands. At the conference only cash and 
bankers drafts drawn in US$ can be accepted.  
 
Conference fee for non-MAC-members:    100 $US 
Conference fee for MAC-members:    70  $US 
Conference fee for discounted delegates:   50 $US 

Conference Schedule 
 
There will be approximately 20 individual sessions (combining keynotes, panels, 
workshops and presentations) with presenters from across the region and the globe. 
Delegates will also enjoy a full day cultural tour of the Cayman Islands (optional) and 
a variety of evening events hosted by Cayman’s leading cultural entities.  
 

Full-Day Field Trip (tentative) 
Will include visits to: 

 Cayman Turtle Farm www.turtle.ky  
 Driving tour of West Bay village with refreshment stop at the Heritage Kitchen 
 Minds Eye: The Visionary World of Miss Lassie www.artscayman.org/mind-s-eye  
 (Lunch stop in the traditional village of Bodden Town)  
 Mission House http://www.nationaltrust.org.ky/#!mission-house/c1bbx  
 Pedro St. James http://pedrostjames.ky/  

 
Evening Event 1: Looky Ya at the Cayman Islands National Museum. An evening of 
traditional food and music with demonstrations by local thatchers. Featuring an after-
hours tour of the museum collections.  
Evening Event 2: H.E. Governor’s Reception at Government House, Grand Cayman.  

All events, as well as the field trip, will be 
complimentary for registered conference delegates. 

http://tinyurl.com/MACAGM2016
http://www.turtle.ky/
http://www.artscayman.org/mind-s-eye
http://www.nationaltrust.org.ky/#!mission-house/c1bbx
http://pedrostjames.ky/
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Programme 
 
CONFERENCE PROGRAMME      Saturday 8 October 2016 
6-8pm   Ice Breaker at conference hotel 
 
CONFERENCE PROGRAMME      Sunday 9 October 2016 
9.30am-7pm A Grand Caymanian Day out – field trip (incl. lunch 

and dinner) 
3-5pm   MAC Board Meeting 
CONFERENCE PROGRAMME         Monday 10 October 2016 

 
‘The Essential Museum - Redefining the role of the cultural and 
heritage sector for 21st century audiences.’ 
 
8.30am   Shuttle Bus to conference venue 
8:45am-9:15am      Registration                                     
 
9.15am-10.30am    OPENING CEREMONY 

Presentations by MAC, the Cayman Islands Ministry 
of Health & Culture & The National Gallery of the 
Cayman Islands 

 
10.30am-11.00 am      Coffee Break 
 
11.00 am-12.30pm     Keynote Address and panel discussion: From the 

Field – Audiences & Engagement: 3 Museum 
directors share the latest audience development 
projects from their organizations. Followed by a 
panel discussion. 

 
12.30pm-1.30pm        Lunch    
1.30pm-3.00pm    Sessions 
3.00pm-3.30pm         Coffee Break 
3.30pm-5.00pm   Sessions 
 
5.00pm-5.30pm  Shuttle Bus Return to hotel      
6.30pm   Shuttle Bus to CI National Museum 
6.30pm-8.30pm Cayman Islands National Museum Reception  
8.30pm   Shuttle Bus to Conference Hotel 

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME                             Tuesday 11 October 2016 
 
8.40am  Shuttle Bus to conference venue 
9.00am- 9.45am   Presentation:  The policy seed: A project overview 

of the development of culture and heritage policy 
and strategic planning and its implications on the 
sector’s growth in the Cayman Islands (Nancy 
Barnard) 

 
9.45am- 10.45am  Sessions 
10.45-11.00am         Coffee Break  
11:00am-12.30am    Sessions 
 
12.30pm-1.30pm         Lunch    
1.30pm-3.00pm         Sessions  
3.00pm-3.30pm         Break 
3.30pm-5.00pm   Sessions  
 
5.00pm   Shuttle Bus to hotel 
6.00pm   Shuttle Bus to Government House 
6.30-8pm  HE Governor’s Reception  
8.15pm   Shuttle Bus to hotel 
 
CONFERENCE PROGRAMME           Wednesday 12 October 2016   
 
8.40am   Shuttle Bus to conference 
9.00am10.45am  Breakout Sessions/Workshopping  
10.45am-11.00am Coffee Break 
11.00am-midday  Closing Ceremony & MAC AGM     
12.30pm  Shuttle Bus to hotel 
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Programme highlights 
 
Keynote Panel (day one):  
From the Field – Audience Engagement in 21st Century Museums 
The Keynote address will explore the conference theme via short presentations by 
speakers from various museums, including the National Art Gallery of the Bahamas 
(Amanda Coulson), the National Gallery of Jamaica (Dr. Veerle Poupeye) and 
the National Gallery of the Cayman Islands (Natalie Urquhart).  These will be followed 
by a panel discussion. 
 
Special Presentation (day two):  
The policy seed: A project overview of the development of culture and heritage policy 
and strategic planning and its implications on the sector’s growth in the Cayman Islands 
(Nancy Barnard, Deputy Chief Officer, Cayman Islands Ministry of Culture) 
 
Session Highlights: 

1. Co-curation and Co-creation: A case study at the Barbados Museum & Historical 
Society (Csilla Ariese-Vandemeulebrouke; Leiden University)  

2. Things Unspoken: Creating conversations through an exhibition of Bermudian 
contemporary art (Stephanie Gibson, Nzinga Ming and Michael Walsh; 
Bermuda Society of Art)   

3. A Collection from Scratch: A case history from the Smithsonian National Museum 
of African American History and Culture (Joanne Hyppolite, Mary Elliott and 
Michele Gates Moresi; NMAAHC) 

4. 3 Cs of Audience Participation: A framework for inclusive exhibition development 
at the Cayman Islands National Museum (Debra Barnes-Tabora; Cayman 
Islands National Museum) 

5. Engaging New Audiences by “Bundling” Art Experiences (Lee Joliffe, University 
of New Brunswick) 

6. The Future Project: A case study for brokering public-private partnerships 
(Nicole Smythe-Jackson; Independent curator, Jamaica) 

7. Guerrilla Galleries and Mobile Museums: portability and the gallery in the age of 
digital and social media (Natalie Willis; the National Art Gallery of the 
Bahamas)  

8. On a Mission to Matter: Using digital to engage audiences at the National Gallery 
of the Cayman Islands (Kaitlyn Elphinstone; the National Gallery of the Cayman 
Islands) 

Information for speakers 
 
Please prepare your presentation/session to be about 20 minutes and allow a few 
minutes for questions. It is not required to submit a full paper beforehand, but MAC 
will be publishing proceedings following the AGM Conference and will contact all 
speakers with guidelines for submission. At the venue, standard projector equipment 
and a PC laptop with internet access will be available. Speakers may use their own 
laptop or bring their presentation on a flash drive to upload prior to their session.  
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Visa Information 
 
Delegates from certain countries will require a visa to enter the Cayman Islands. 
Please see this list to see whether your nationality will require a visa: 
http://www.immigration.gov.ky/portal/page/portal/immhome/visitinghere/visas/v
isitorsvisas/listofcountries/List_of_countries_20Oct_Final.pdf  
 
As of September 1st 2016, the conference hosts can no longer apply for a collective 
visa waiver. If you are in need of a visa, you will need to arrange this individually. For 
those who previously registered and indicated the need for the visa waiver, the 
request has been put through to Immigration. The hosts will contact you directly once 
the collective visa waiver has been confirmed.  

Travel and Accommodation 
 
NGCI is proud to partner with the Holiday Inn Resort Grand Cayman 
http://www.grandcaymanian.ky/  who have extended a conference special room rate 
of $99 USD per night (plus taxes). For conference bookings, please use the code “MAC” 
when you are making a reservation by phone or online. Conference rates apply for 
stays between Oct 8-12, outside these dates leisure rates apply. Guests must book two 
weeks prior to arrival (latest September 24th).  
 
Cayman Airways, the islands national airline, offers direct flights to the key hubs of 
Miami, New York, Dallas, Chicago, Jamaica and Honduras. Flight schedules can be 
found via https://www.caymanairways.com/flight-schedule. American Airlines, 
JetBlue, Delta and US Air all fly to the Cayman Islands.  
 
Inter-island transportation for registered delegates (from the host hotel) including 
airport pick up/drop off (where possible), daily transportation to and from 
conference venue, in addition to evening events, will be provided free of charge. 
Registered delegates will be contacted over the coming days to confirm flight and 
accommodation details and to offer support/information for the airport transfer to 
their hotels.   

http://www.immigration.gov.ky/portal/page/portal/immhome/visitinghere/visas/visitorsvisas/listofcountries/List_of_countries_20Oct_Final.pdf
http://www.immigration.gov.ky/portal/page/portal/immhome/visitinghere/visas/visitorsvisas/listofcountries/List_of_countries_20Oct_Final.pdf
http://www.grandcaymanian.ky/
https://www.caymanairways.com/flight-schedule
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Conference Venue 
 
Established in 1997, the National Gallery of the Cayman Islands (NGCI) is the 
country’s leading art museum and arts education centre that aims to promote and 
encourage the appreciation and practice of the visual arts in the Cayman Islands 
through exhibitions, artist residencies, education/outreach programmes and research 
projects. Holding up to six exhibitions annually at a central exhibition space the 
curatorial team strives to create a balance between exhibitions of quality Caymanian 
artwork with art from further afield by working with a broad cross-section of artists 
and ranging from site-specific work to more traditional gallery-based projects. In 
addition, NGCI hosts 25+ education and outreach programmes monthly, across all 
three islands. 
 
NGCI is located in the heart of Cayman’s famous Seven Mile Beach area. The four-acre 
site includes a purpose-built 9,000 square ft. facility featuring three galleries, an art 
studio, library, lecture theatre, café, and gardens, and it now welcomes over 18,000 
visitors per annum. 
 
We look forward to seeing you in the Cayman Islands, 
 

Sherene James-Williamson, 
President of MAC  

 
For more information, please visit the MAC website: http://www.caribbeanmuseums.com/index.html 

 

 
 
  

http://www.caribbeanmuseums.com/index.html
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The conference organizer  & the conference host 

wish to thank our generous sponsors: 
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Bronze 
 

 
 


